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Abstract (JeEE EKY)

The aim of this study was to compare the daytime behavioral patterns of the Ural Owl (Strix
uralensis) and the Snowy Owl (Bubo scandiacus), with a particular focus on the effects of
environmental factors such as temperature on their behavior. Observations were conducted
at Tama Zoological Park in Tokyo, where the frequencies of behaviors including head
movements, wing flapping, preening, and mouth opening were recorded over fixed
observation periods. The collected data were analyzed to compare behavioral
characteristics between the two species and to examine their relationship with temperature
conditions. The results revealed that the Ural Owl exhibited relatively sedentary behavior,
with low frequencies of head movements and wing flapping. In contrast, the Snowy Owl
displayed more active behaviors, such as frequent head movements. However, a clear
relationship between behavior and temperature was not observed in either species,
suggesting that daytime activity is largely determined by species-specific traits. These
findings indicate that, even within owls, daytime behavioral characteristics vary
considerably between species, highlighting the importance of understanding species-specific
behavioral tendencies when designing captive environments and considering animal
welfare. This study provides fundamental insights into the daytime activity of owls,
challenging the conventional perception of their strictly nocturnal nature.

[Keywords] Strix uralensis, Bubo scandiacus, environmental factors, diurnal activity,
captive behavior.
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