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Japanese Rock Ptarmigan (Lagopus muta japonica)
live in the alpine area (altitude range: 2000-3000m) in
mainland Japan and they are distributed in the
southernmost area among all the subspecies. The birds
are designated as a “Japanese special natural
monument”, and stated as endangered bird under the
Ministry of the Environment of Japan (MOE) Red List.
The current population is estimated to be about1700
individuals, and it is getting smaller every year.
Researchers suspect the decline is due to invasions of
lowland species in their original habitats. Global
warming is considered a factor as well.

Japanese Association of Zoos and Aquariums (JAZA)
started a new captive management project in 2008 by
keeping Svalbard rock ptarmigans initially as a
simulation species. MOE established the national
program of protection and reproduction of Japanese
rock ptarmigan based on law and regulation in 2015.
This program includes both in situ and ex situ action
plans. JAZA carry it out the ex situ plan by the
cooperation of plural facilities.

The 33 (m:20 f:13) birds currently grow and breed well in 5 institutions
of JAZA (2018).

RHEPDEARZADYBEHRE HAE/ LB LTDYE (5REX LHRE 9-83) / BHYMBREES BR 17HREPREE 0014655 (2007.5.24~2022.5.23) BHMBMRBIEH: EOHE

(DR S4F 205 Fb57:012) AR 2019.06






